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• An idea for an experiment that requires, 

or could greatly benefit from,  a laser-

based technique.

• Blue-sky, off-the-wall, left-field

• Part of your research programme

• Before going any further - discuss with a 

facility scientist at the CLF!!

• To find that person wrt SAQN 

applications talk to me, Sarah or Fleur

The start….



Potential Techniques

Aerosol droplet analysis

Raman micro-spectroscopy 

 Laser microscopy for imaging

Spatially offset Spectroscopy 

Kerr gated and NIR Raman 
spectroscopy

 Flash Radiography

Ptychography





• Direct Access (2 sides A4 - Peer review - 4 weeks)

• Programme Access (6 sides A4 – Peer review – 5 years)

• Proof-of-concept (Rapid Access) (Request to Facility Group Leader)

• Commercial or Industry Access (Discussion with Business Manager 

then contract)

• EU Access through Laser-Labs Europe – similar to Direct Access

Types of Access



STFC Online Proposals Site



STFC Online Proposals Site



The Scientific Case



Potential pathways by which inhaled particles impact the brain.
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Chang Guo, UKHSA 





• 10 – 12 Academics invited to sit on a review panel

• Mixed expertise

• Approx. 3 times over subscribed

• Applications tensioned on scientific merit

• Award time and feedback comments

Facility Access Panel Review


